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Preamble: The Village’s Code of Ordinances explicitly authorizes measures “necessary for the 
purpose of protecting and promoting the health, safety, comfort and welfare of the present and 
future inhabitants of the Village.” Indeed, so important are these goals that they appear no less 
than 22 times in the Village’s ordinances.  
 
Residents have expressed concern over perceived dangers involved in ordinary pedestrian 
activities because of the absence of walkways, narrowness of roads, and the speed and numbers 
of passing vehicles. The Village Council has received numerous statements from residents 
expressing considerable anxieties over the dangers facing school children walking to and from 
schools and school buses, and from people of all ages heading to some destination or engaged in 
recreational walking. These concerns point to the possibly negative impacts on residents’ “health, 
safety, comfort and welfare” because of perceived walkability issues in the Village.  
 
Therefore, the Village Council appointed resident-volunteers to a temporary task force to assess 
the walkability of the Village, and if appropriate, make recommendations to the Council to 
remedy identified deficiencies or to otherwise improve conditions. 
 
Walkability is a measure of how friendly an area is to walking. Factors influencing walkability 
include the presence and quality of footpaths, sidewalks, or other pedestrian rights-of-way, traffic 
and road conditions, land use patterns, destination accessibility, and safety. 
 
Mission Statement  
The Walkability Task Force will:  
A. Assess the state of walkability in the Village by gathering information from available 
databases; on-the-ground reconnaissance; seeking the views and preferences of Village residents 
on changes affecting walkability; photographing and assembling maps showing the existing 
pedestrian network. 
B. Identify gaps in the Village’s current walkability with respect to the principal destinations in 
and outside the Village, walking routes, and any missing links to those routes.  
C. Seek the expertise of specialists other than the contracted city-planning consultant, as needed, 
on possible remedies as well as the benefits and costs of such remedies or improvements.  
D. Analyze alternative solutions, including any available cost-benefit analysis and impacts on the 
character of the Village.  
E. Propose in writing improvements to the Council that would remedy identified deficiencies or 
otherwise improve walkability, paying attention to likely benefits and costs, the experiences of 
other jurisdictions, and the preferences of Village residents. 
 
Operations 
In order to achieve its mission, the task force will:  
A. Work with the Village’s contracted city planner and facilitator as he guides the task force 
through information gathering, gap analysis, and the recommendation-making process. 
B. Hold regularly scheduled public meetings with appropriate public disclosure, inviting 
additional experts and others, as appropriate, to these meetings to inform and educate task force 
members.  
C. Report progress to the Council at its regularly scheduled monthly meetings.  
D. Submit a final written report, including any prioritized recommendations, to the Council by no 
later than February 18, 2021. 


